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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
College-bound seniors who need additional reinforcement in study and language skills should have the opportunity to improve upon these 
skills while still in high school.  Throughout the program every effort is made to provide an integrated approach to language arts instruction.  
This is in keeping with current research that supports an integrated approach to the study of language arts.  Therefore, instructional activities 
are designed to reflect the relationship and the interconnectedness of the language arts skills of reading, writing, listening, speaking and 
viewing.   For example, having students maintain literature logs to record their responses and reactions to a piece of literature illustrates the 
interconnectedness of reading and writing skills. Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark 
assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only 
final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and semester courses.  
 
Stress is placed on the organization, patterns and conventional mechanics of expository writing.  Continued practice in developmental reading 
and study skills is given.  Writing skills are sharpened through the analysis of selected literature.  A research paper, reflective of the student’s 
successful completion of the research process, is required. 
 
This revision incorporates the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts and the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for 
Technology, essential questions and enduring understandings, teacher notes, an updated bibliography, and updated required readings 
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the classroom 
and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 

For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the following link - 
http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf. Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan. 
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GENERAL GOALS 

 
The students will: 
 

1. acquire an appreciation of selected literary classics from the body of world literature. 

2. expand expository writing and research skills. 

3. refine the awareness of the relationship between form and function in language. 

4. develop and refine study and test-taking skills as tools of individual learning within and outside the 
classroom. 

5. expand repertoire of workplace and 21st century texts. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 
Student grade and credit for the course are dependent upon a demonstration of the mastery of the course proficiencies as measured by: 
 
MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS—50% 
(Tests/Projects/Presentations/Writing) 
 

• Shared Inquiry 
• Reading Projects 
• Oral Presentations 
• Novel Tests 
• Research Process 

• Technology Presentations 
• Creative Writing Pieces 
• Writing Process Pieces 
• Revised Writing 
• Literary Analysis Paper 

• Timed Essay 
• Research Paper 
• Metacognitive Reflections

 
 
MINOR ASSIGNMENTS—35% 
 

• Reader Response 
• Reading Logs 
• Journals 

• Article Annotations 
• Quizzes 
• Reading Projects 

• Vocabulary

 
 
CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK—15% 
 

• Online Activities • Vocabulary • Literary Letters 
• Class Discussions • Reading Comprehension Checks • Creative Writing Pieces 
• Group Work • Literature Circles  • Discussion Questions 
• Journals   

 
 

Final Grade – Full Year Course 

Full Year Course 
• Each marking period shall count as 

20% of the final grade (80% total).  

The midterm assessment will count as 10% of 
the final grade, and the final assessment will 
count as 10% of the final grade.  
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

 
Course: ENG453 Title:  BASIC COLLEGE ENGLISH IV 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 

1. acquire study skills which they will use as tools of individual learning within and outside the classroom. 
2. acquire familiarity with the format and content of college application essay (vocabulary, reading comprehension and logical relationships).  
3. become more proficient in their understanding of the origins of drama, its elements and development as a literary form. 
4. acquire a functional knowledge of literary terms and poetic forms. 
5. become more proficient in their knowledge of the elements of a personal narrative and 21st Century text media through the analyses of 

modern examples. 
6. demonstrate their ability to collect, collate and evaluate data from various sources including non-print material in the process of 

researching a given topic while following a specific written format as detailed in the Research Handbook. 
7. demonstrate a thorough knowledge for developing comprehensive compositions in various modes of discourse for a variety of audiences 

with a variety of purposes incorporating skills acquired through the writing process: 
a. demonstrate the ability to apply appropriate elements of the essay (introduction, conclusion, 

development techniques).  
b. utilize a variety of coherence techniques in their compositions. 
c. manipulate appropriate levels of specificity in order to support generalizations in their writing. 
d. demonstrate their ability to produce a comparison/contrast essay based on literature 

they have read.  
e. apply appropriate persuasive techniques in a position paper. 
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8. demonstrate  their  ability  to  analyze  works  of  literature  utilizing  various  approaches  including  comparing  recurring  themes  in  

literature, recognizing major literary sources and literary movements and experiencing and responding to the influence of various 
cultures on thought, language and literature. 

9. given specific assignments, demonstrate their ability to think critically, work independently, make decisions and problem solve. 
10. recognize that listening and reading function in their lives as pleasurable activities as well as a means of developing knowledge and 

insight. 
11. develop and enhance vocabulary through literature and writing while recognizing the effects of word meanings on perception and 

behavior. 
12. develop a better understanding of themselves, of others and of the world through language and literature by sharing ideas, noting insights 

and presenting information. 
13. analyze a literary work through multiple perspectives (visual, written, auditory). 
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I. COLLEGE ESSAY 
Essential Question(s): What is the purpose of the college application essay?   

Enduring Understanding(s): The personal narrative reflects the true nature of understanding oneself. 
 
COLLEGE ESSAY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

1. acquire familiarity with the 
format and content of college 
application essay (vocabulary, 
reading comprehension and 
logical relationships) strategies 
for improving vocabulary. (2) 

 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.10 
L.11-12.5b 
8.1.12.A.2 

• research and review sample 
essays.  

 

Self-edit/Peer-edit of 
Draft of Essay using editing 
tool on Google Docs 
 
 

See Essays that Work  

2. demonstrate a thorough 
knowledge for developing 
comprehensive compositions in 
various modes of discourse for a 
variety of audiences with a 
variety of purposes 
incorporating skills acquired 
through the writing process. (7a) 

 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.10 
L.11-12.5b 
9.2 

 

• write a personal essay for a 
job application or a college 
entrance essay that portrays 
themselves as heroes. Their 
accomplishments should be 
larger-than-life, and their 
goals should embody the 
values of Americans today. 
Students should develop the 
essay by concentrating on 
using descriptive details to 
enhance their examples. 

Completed essay  
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II. ROOTS AND ORIGINS OF SELF 
Essential Question(s):  How does a person’s past influence his or her present and future? 

Enduring Understanding(s): Knowing, understanding, and often writing about one’s past can help one develop a deeper understanding of 
self. 
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ROOTS AND ORIGINS OF SELF 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   
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3.   demonstrate a thorough 
knowledge for developing 
comprehensive compositions in 
various modes of discourse for a 
variety  of  audiences  with  a 
variety  of  purposes, 
incorporating skills acquired 
through the writing process. 
Students will apply appropriate 
persuasive techniques in a 
position paper. (7e) 

W.11-12.1a 
W.11-12.1b 
W.11-12.1c 
W.11-12.1d 
W.11-12.1e 
W.11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b 
W.11-12.2c 
W.11-12.2d 
W.11-12.2e 
W.11-12.2f 
W.11-12.3a 
W.11-12.3b 
W.11-12.3c 
W.11-12.3d 
W.11-12.3e 
W.11-12.3f 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.9a 
W.11-12.10 
L.11-12.1a  
L.11-12.1b 
L.11-12.2a 
L.11-12.2b 
8.1.12.A.1 
9.2 
 

• given a definition of 
dramatic irony, identify 
and list examples of 
dramatic irony in the play, 
Oedipus The King, and 
using Inspiration, present 
their findings in chart 
form.   The chart will be 
used as a basis for 
composing a researched 
essay to support a thesis 
regarding whether 
Oedipus’ outcome is the 
result of fate or free will. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• use the information 

gathered on Oedipus during 
the first half of the play and 
determine, in debate form, 
if he is a fool of the gods or 
a victim of fate or his own 
free will. Students will 
practice external coherence 
by determining the order 
of information to present in 
the debate, based on logic 

Informational chart 
 
Student writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Debate 
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ROOTS AND ORIGINS OF SELF 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

and importance regarding 
the argument. 

4. become more proficient in their 
understanding of the origins of 
drama, its elements and 
development as a literary form. 
(3) 

RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.7 
8.1.12.B.1 

• create an ABCs PowerPoint 
reviewing origins of Greek 
theater. 

PowerPoint   

5. develop a better understanding 
of themselves, of others and of 
the world through language and 
literature by sharing ideas, 
noting insights and presenting 
information. (12) 

SL.11-12.1A 
SL.11-12.1.C 
SL.11-12.1.D 
 

• after reading Donna Tartt’s 
“A Garden Party,” students 
will write a blog on best 
childhood memories. 

Blog Patterns of Exposition, p. 420 

6. acquire study skills which they 
will use as tools of individual 
learning within and outside the 
classroom. (1) 

RI.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.10 
9.2 

• read and analyze Andrew 
Sullivan’s The Atlantic 
article, “Why I Blog”. 

Discussion 
Annotation 
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III. SELF AND FAMILY 
Essential Question(s): How does one’s family reflect and influence his or her sense of self? 

Enduring Understanding(s): Family support or lack thereof contributes to a person’s sense of self. 
 
SELF AND FAMILY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

7. become more proficient in their 
knowledge of the elements of a 
personal narrative and 21st 
Century text media through the 
analyses of modern examples. 
(5) 

SL.11-12.3 
SL.11-12.4 

• in addition to reading Death 
of a Salesman, students will 
read an essay by David 
Sedaris and analyze the 
components of a narrative 
essay using a graphic 
organizer. 

Graphic organizer/outline  

8. demonstrate a thorough 
knowledge for developing 
comprehensive compositions in 
various modes of discourse for a 
variety of audiences with a 
variety of purposes 
incorporating skills acquired 
through the writing process. (7c) 

W.11-12.1.a 
W.11-12.1.b 
W.11-12.1.e 
RL.11-12.10 

• after reading Death of a 
Salesman, write a narrative 
essay exploring their own 
immediate family 
relationships. 

Student narrative essay  

9. develop and enhance vocabulary 
through literature and writing 
while recognizing the effects of 
word meanings on perception 
and behavior. (11) 

RL.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.4 
L.11-12.4.d 
8.2.8.B.1 
9.2 

• read excerpts from The Glass 
Castle. Write a persuasive 
proposal to the publisher for 
a new edition of the book 
with chapter titles. 

Proposal and presentation   
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IV. SELF AND THE OUTSIDE WORLD 
Essential Question(s): How do religion, politics,, society, nature, and external relationships affect the self? 

Enduring Understanding(s): External factors and relationships help inform the sense of self. 
 
SELF AND THE OUTSIDE WORLD 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

10. acquire a functional knowledge of 
literary terms and poetic forms. 
Develop and enhance vocabulary 
through literature and writing 
while recognizing the effects of 
word meaning on perception and 
behavior. (4) 

 

RL.11-12.4 
W.11-12.1c  
W.11-12.2d  
W.11-12.3d 
L.11-12.3a 
L.11-12.4a  
L.11-12.4b  
L.11-12.4c  
L.11-12.5a 
L.11-12.5b 
L.11-12.6 
 

• given the play, Hamlet,  
locate at least  six  to  eight  
well-known phrases such as:  
“in my mind’s eye,” “sweets 
to the sweet,” and “to be or 
not to be,” point out their 
meaning   in   the   text,   and   
then explain how they are 
used today. 

• watch a performance of 
Hamlet and evaluate the 
performance through a 
written journal response. 
Focus will center on the 
soliloquy, its meaning, and its 
overall contribution in 
relation to Hamlet’s mental 
status / actions in the play. 

T-Chart  to  be  completed 
using Microsoft Word 
  
Established criteria 
 
 
 
 
Journal Response 

 

11. recognize that listening and 
reading function in their lives as 
pleasurable activities as well as a 
means of developing knowledge 
and insight. (10) 

 

RL.11-12.7 
SL.11-12.2 

• students read “Allegory of 
the Cave” and compare it to 
a major soliloquy in Hamlet. 
Students then participate in a 
Socrative seminar/shared 
inquiry. 

Seminar/inquiry Youtube – Allegory of the Cave 
video 
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SELF AND THE OUTSIDE WORLD 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

12. develop a better understanding 
of themselves, of others and of 
the world through language and 
literature by sharing ideas, 
noting insights and presenting 
information. (12) 

W.11-12.1.a 
W.11-12.1.b 

• students will read a chosen 
essay from Gladwell’s 
Outliers and compose a 
reaction paper. 

Reaction paper  

13. analyze a literary work through 
multiple perspectives (visual, 
written, auditory). (13) 

 

RL11-12.10 
RL11-12.2 
RL11-12.7 

• students will read the 
graphic novel The Arrival by 
Shaun Tan and write an 
interior monologue from 
the protagonist’s point of 
view, describing what they 
see upon arriving in the new 
setting. 

Interior monologue Springboard (Senior year) Unit 
IV 
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V. JOURNEY OF THE SELF 
Essential Question(s): What are steps one can take in the quest for self-discovery? 

Enduring Understanding(s): The discovery of self is a unique journey. 
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JOURNEY OF THE SELF 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

14. develop a better 
understanding of themselves, 
of others and of the world 
through language and 
literature by sharing ideas, 
noting insights and presenting 
information. (12) 

 
 

RL.11-12.4 
L.11-12.4.a 
8.1.2.B.1 
 

• while reading Siddhartha, 
keep a journal/blog. 

Journals/blogs  

15. demonstrate their ability to 
analyze works of literature 
utilizing various approaches 
including comparing recurring 
themes in literature, 
recognizing major literary 
sources and literary 
movements and experiencing 
and responding to the 
influence of various cultures 
on thought, language and 
literature. (8) 

 
 

RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.6 

• read the interview “Of Myth 
and Men” with Bill Moyers 
and George Lucas and 
participate in a class 
discussion. 

Class discussion  
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JOURNEY OF THE SELF 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

16. given specific assignments, 
demonstrate their ability to think 
critically, work independently, 
make decisions and problem 
solve. (9) 

W-11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b  
W.11-12.2c  
W.11-12.2f 
8.1.8.F.2 
9.2 

• after  having  read  several  
cantos from  The  Inferno,     plan  
and illustrate  (according  to  
their personal values) their 
interpretation of a hierarchy of 
sins in a pattern parallel to 
Dante’s ordering of sins from 
less to more serious.  Students 
will  then  design  a  class  
webpage that  conveys  their  
illustration  and its relation to 
Dante’s text. 

Student illustrations via 
web design 
 
Established criteria 

 

17. demonstrate the ability to apply 
appropriate elements of the 
essay (introduction, conclusion, 
development techniques). (7a) 

W.11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b  
W.11-12.2c  
W.11-12.2f 

• read and annotate an article  
pertaining  to  modern concepts 
of sin and pride, and determine 
the difference to which they 
apply in contemporary society. 
Example: “Are We Really Big 
Shots? Or is that just our pride 
talking?” from the Morris County 
Daily Record, by Rose Farrell, 
March 22, 2009. 

• In a related composition,  write a 
description of one of their 
original punishments for one of 
the “sins” illustrated using 
appropriate language 
reminiscent of Dante’s. 

Annotated Article 
Class Discussion 
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VI. THE RESEARCH PAPER 
Essential Question(s): How do rules of language affect communication? 

Enduring Understanding(s): Rules and conventions of language help writers to communicate more effectively. 
 
THE RESEARCH PAPER 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

18. demonstrate their ability to 
collect, collate and evaluate 
data from various sources 
including non-print material in 
the process of researching a 
given topic while following a 
specific written format as 
detailed in the Research 
Handbook. (6) 

W.11-12.1e 
W.11-12.2a 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.2 
9.2 

• narrow their ideas down in the 
form of a structured outline, 
containing a complete thesis 
statement, after finding their 
sources. 

Completed outline Utilize PTHSD Handbook for 
the Preparation of Research 
Papers 

19. acquire study skills which they 
will utilize as tools of individual 
learning within and outside the 
classroom. (1) 

 

L.11-12.2.a 
L.11-12.2.b 
L.11-12.3.a 
L.11-12.6 
W.11-12.2.e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 

• work with the teacher to 
examine past students’ 
writings, making corrections as 
the teacher models effective 
proofreading strategies. 

Class corrections See Warriner’s guide for 
grammar and punctuation 
rules 

20. demonstrate a thorough 
knowledge for developing 
comprehensive compositions in 
various modes of discourse for 
a variety of audiences with a 
variety of purposes 
incorporating skills acquired 
through the writing process. (7 
D, E) 

W.11-12.6 
L.11-12.2.a 
L.11-12.2.b 
L.11-12.3.a 
L.11-12.6 
8.1.12.G.1 
9.2 

• submit their rough drafts to 
GoogleDocs or TurnItIn.com for 
the benefit of peer review. 

• participate in the peer review. 

Peer reviews 
 
Peer Review comments 

GoogleDocs 
TurnItIn.com 
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THE RESEARCH PAPER 
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

21. demonstrate their ability to 
collect, collate and evaluate 
data from various sources 
including non-print material 
in the process of researching 
a given topic while following a 
specific written format as 
detailed in the Research 
Handbook. (6) 

 

W.11-12.1.a 
W.11-12.1.c 
W.11-12.1.d 
W.11-12.1e 
W.11-12.2.a 
W.11-12.2.b 
W.11-12.2.c 
W.11-12.2.d 
W.11-12.2.e 
W.11-12.2.f 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.8 
W.11-12.9.b 
W.11-12.10 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.2 
8.1.2.D.4 

• write a research paper on an 
approved text and subject. 

• submit their papers to 
TurnItIn.com 

Research paper 
 
Rubric 

Microsoft Word 
TurnItIn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENG453  BASIC COLLEGE ENGLISH IV                22  

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
Literature: The Reader’s Choice, World Literature. New York: Glencoe McGraw-Hill, 2000. 
Revised:  A Handbook for the Preparation of Research Papers. Parsippany: Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Schools, 2011. 
Schwegler, Robert A.  Patterns of Exposition.  18th ed.  New York:  Pearson, 2007. 
SpringBoard:  English Textual Power.  The College Board, 2011. 
Warriner, John E. and Francis Griffith.  Warriner’s English Grammar and Composition—Fifth Course.  New York:  Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, Inc., 

1977. 
 
REQUIRED READINGS 
Oedipus Rex, Sophocles 
Hamlet, William Shakespeare 
Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller 
Siddhartha, Herman Hesse AND/OR The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTBOOK MATERIALS 
Selections from Literature: The Reader’s Choice, World Literature 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS 
Selections from SpringBoard series 
Selections from Patterns of Exposition 
Selected literary criticism from approved databases 
Essays that Work. Ed. Edward Fiske, Bruce Hammond. Sourcebooks: Naperbille, IL. 2006. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS 
The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka 
A Doll’s House, Henrik Ibsen 
Allegory of the Cave, Plato 
Outliers: The Story of Success, Malcolm Gladwell 
Poetics, Aristotle 
The Glass Castle, Jeanette Walls 
The Arrival, Shaun Tan 
 
VIDEOS 
Death of a Salesman.  Dir. Volker Schlondorff.  Perf. Dustin Hoffman. 1986. 
“Divine Comedy.” Medieval Landscapes. PBS.  
“Genie.” Nova. PBS.  
Hamlet.  Dir. Kenneth Branagh.  Perf. Kenneth Branagh. 1996. 
Hamlet.  Dir. Zefferelli.  Perf. Mel Gibson. 1990. 
“The Lottery.” Encyclopedia Britannica Short Story Showcase. Dir. Larry Yust. 1969. 
Stranger Than Fiction. Dir. Mark Forster. Perf. Will Ferrell, Emma Thompson.  
Truman Show, The.  Dir. Peter Weir.  Perf. Jim Carrey, Laura Linney.  1998.   
 
DATABASES 
Bloom’s Literary Reference Online 
Discovering Collection 
EBSCO Literary Reference Center 
Gale’s Literary Index 
JSTOR 
Literature Resource Center 
 
WEBSITES 
Folger Shakespeare Library (www.folger.edu)    Purdue University Online Writing Lab (owl.english.purdue.edu) 
GoogleDocs (www.google.com)      Turn it in (www.turnitin.com) 
Moodle (www.pthsd.moodle.pthsd.k12.nj.us) 
National Council of Teachers of English (www.ncte.org) 
Prezi (www.Prezi.com) 

http://www.folger.edu/
http://www.google.com/
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                                                          A U T H E N T I C A S S E S S M E N T  A C T I V I T Y 
 
 

COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
As a graduating senior, you are preparing for your college entrance interview as part of the process of completing your college application.  
During the interview, you need to present to the Dean of Admissions a document in which you outline your plans for your college coursework.  
Having read Herman Hesse’s Siddhartha, you want to advance the argument that a wide range of first-hand experiences is necessary to 
augment the college classroom experience.  For example, you will want to demonstrate the value of travel as a learning experience and, perhaps, 
incorporate your plan for a travel abroad program during your junior year. In addition, you might explain the importance for including an 
apprenticeship in your college program that will provide first-hand experience in your major area of interest. 

 
 
 
DIRECTION FOR THE TASK 

 
1. Students will prepare a written essay in which they outline their college program.   Students should utilize specific quotes and references 

to Siddhartha that demonstrate the importance of including learning experiences beyond the classroom, such as travel and apprenticeship. 
 
2. Students will deliver their plan for their college program through an oral presentation.  Class members will serve as the Dean of Admissions 

who will evaluate the presentation and determine its appropriateness according to the following criteria: 
 

 
CRITERIA LIST FOR EVALUATION 
 

1.   Use of persuasive techniques 
2.   Coherence to the thesis statement 
3.   Diction, clarity, unity 
4.   Effective integration of quotes 
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LANGUAGE ARTS SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO 

 
 
COURSE OF STUDY:           
 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

1. Growth in Writing Entry 
2. Best Writing Process Entry 
3. Reading Process Entry 
4. Technology Entry 
5. Oral Presentation Entry (Optional) 
 
 
GROWTH IN WRITING ENTRY 
 

Selection – Expository Piece of Writing            
 

 Targeted Skill:   Grade 9 Development of introductory strategies 
     Grade 10 Integrating primary sources 
     Grade 11 Integrating primary and secondary sources 
     Grade 12 Coherence (and adherence) to the thesis statement – attention to diction, clarity, unity 
 
 

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT 
 

1. How did you go about writing this piece?  How did you come up with the topic?  What influenced you as you were working on 
this piece? 

2. Why did you select each of these pieces in your growth entry? 
3. What did you learn about writing and about yourself as a writer from composing these two pieces? 
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BEST PROCESS PIECE ENTRY 
 

Selection – Use of Writing as Process           
 
 Target Skill: Grade 9 Constructing an effective thesis statement 
   Grade 10 Research citations, notecards/quote chart, correct format 
                                                                  Distinguishing between revision and editing 

Grade 11 Revision strategies – delimiting a topic, identifying fallacies, bias, and speculation in revising an 
                           essay and essay’s argument 
Grade 12 Effective revision techniques – synthesize, interpret, employ logical analysis, and form valid 
                           judgments 

 
List additional pieces included with this entry: 
 
        

        

        

 
 

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT 
 

1. How did you get started on this piece?  How did you decide on a topic? 
2. What happened as you worked on it?  How did you go about writing it? 
3. How did your ideas about the topic change from the beginning to the end of working on the piece? 
4. What were the hardest decisions to make as you worked on the piece?  How did you make them? 

  



ENG453  BASIC COLLEGE ENGLISH IV                29  

 

 
 
READING PROCESS ENTRY 
 
Titles of pieces of work included with this entry:             
 
                        
 
 Targeted Skills:   Grade 9 Metacognitive response LOGS 
      Grade 10 Using “think-aloud” reading strategies and rubrics to evaluate student responses 
      Grade 11 Using “think-aloud” reading strategies with poetry 
      Grade 12 Dialectic responses 
 

 

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT 
 

1. How did you go about choosing the work samples you have included? 
2. What did you learn about the reading process from doing the work you have submitted? 
3. How does the work you have included show what happens in your mind during the act of reading? 
4. What do the work samples you have included show about your strengths and weaknesses as a reader? 

 

 
TECHNOLOGY ENTRY 
 
Title of work included with this entry:  _________________________________________ 
 
         Targeted Skill:     Grade 9            Create and manipulate information, independently and/or collaboratively to 
                                                                  to solve problems, and design and develop products 
                                       Grade 10          Evaluate information sources for accuracy, relevance, and appropriateness 
                                       Grade 11          Make informed choices among technology systems, resources, and services 
                                                                  in a variety of contexts 
                                       Grade 12           Produce a multimedia product using text, graphics, moving images, and sound 
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ORAL PRESENTATION – (Optional) 
 
Title of Presentation:              
 
 Targeted Skill:   Grade 9 Teacher and peer evaluation rubric and a self-reflection 
     Grade 10 Effective use of persuasive speaking techniques in a 4-minute formal presentation 
     Grade 11 Content Skills – develop meaningful messages, details, sources 
     Delivery Skills – tone, voice modulation, eye contact, platform movement 
     Grade 12 Content Skills – clarity, accuracy 
     Delivery Skills – diction, demeanor 
 
 

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT 
 

1. Why did you select this piece for the oral presentation entry? 
2. What did you learn about speaking and about yourself as a speaker from preparing and delivering this oral presentation? 
3. How does this presentation show something about your strengths and weaknesses as a speaker? 
4. What difficulties or challenges did you face as you prepared this oral presentation?  What did you especially enjoy about this 

task 
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APPENDIX C  NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

3 - English Language Arts 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX D CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
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